Recent Letter from Waste Management Regarding Odours – February 6, 2008 

WMCC acknowledges that during the past several weeks that there have been occasions when an increase in the odours from the landfill site have been apparent in parts of the surrounding community despite the ongoing efforts of our company to mitigate the problem. 

Year over year we have made significant improvements in our landfill gas collection and destruction ability.  The flow of landfill gas at the flare in January 2008 was at 2,325scfm.  This is up from 1,400 scfm in January 2007 (a 66% improvement) and 1,075 scfm in January 2006 (a 116% improvement).  In spite of this improvement, our progress has reached a plateau over this winter, as we are unable to access certain areas of the site for safety considerations.

We believe that we have two problems, which are currently contributing to this problem. The first problem is the old road area, which only has interim cover on it. The second problem is with 20 older wells on the south slope of the site. These wells were drilled on this side of the site a number of years ago and are too shallow and of too small a diameter. They are not capturing all the gas generated, which then leaks out through the cap in this area. The solution is that these wells will need to be refurbished to a larger diameter and deepened in some cases by up to 4 times the current depth. 

Once the spring construction season is here we will immediately address these issues by re-drilling the 20 existing landfill gas wells to a greater depth with an increased in the diameter, from 6" to 36" and by completing work on the clay cover on the site including the area of the old road. 

Further we are already working on plans to start drilling 20 more new wells to continue to improve the landfill gas collection system. These wells are to be drilled on the flat top of the site where the work can be undertaken safely. This will enhance our landfill gas collection ability and begin the preparation work for the installation of the synthetic cap that we are committed to installing. 

We thank you for your patience and want to ensure you that we are working diligently to fix our odour issues.
